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AGENDA

1. Project Overview

2. Highlights of What We Are Working On

o Technical Site Assessments
o Pop-up Engagement

3. Next Steps
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

Intent: Support the City to best use its own assets (10 sites encompassing both
land and buildings) to realize community goals and support City operations

Staff Interviews

Needs
Assessment
Past Plans and Data
> Site
Recommendations
On-the-ground Analysis
Goals

|dentification
Community Engagement




SCHEDULE

Month MAY
TASKA: INTERNALTEAM MEETINGS

Regular coordination meetings @

Regular Working Group meetings

TASK B: MUNICIPAL PROPERTY INVENTORY & EVALUATION
City Staff Interviews
Site Tour

Parking Demand Assessment

TASK C: OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Develop Outreach Strategy
Audience ldentification

Outreach and Engagement (online & in-person)

TASK D: MUNICIPAL NEEDS ASSESSMENT AND GOAL SETTING

Additional Interviews

Research and Review of Reference Materials

TACK E* PEAMTDAI COMIADE RALIMICIDAI DEDODEDTV DI ARMBIKMSC ©CT11
TASK E: CENTRALSQUARE MUNICIPAL PROPERTY PLANNING S
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TASK F: FINAL PLAN

Final Plan Documents

Physical Final Plan Outreach
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TECHNICAL SITE ASSESSMENTS

Through interviews, research, and site visits, we are working on
technical assessments for each of the project sites.

260 Green St
Cambridgeport

.
- EiRNCE

R e e e

a
o B Map Lot Number Owner
106-122 of Cambridge
rhing Deprtment)
« Current Use Future Use
Green Sireet Garage and Unknown
PR L Cenral Square Branch Library
Site Description
‘; - The site of the Central Square Branch Library and the
& Green Street Garage, neighboring a 19-story
+* s senior-living apartment building. The library is in need
of more community programming space and the
“{” garage. recently renovated, serves permit parkers
o
b 3 25686 19824 55828
f [ r Garage Library 4
Gross Building Area (sq ft) Site Area (sq ft)
hhl(l;::;(lr‘ " ?
o 3
: $100,244200 ¢-3
. £ Assessed Value Zoning District
= piry by [ 3 [ Number of Stories Parking Spaces
L_r w e r B , = 416:1 I 2 WinWalk 91.5%
m | i “%  Distance to nearest T-Station Impervious Surface

Mapping & Summary Statistics

Building & Structure - Library 7]

The existing concrete Brutalist structure dates from 1972 . ;‘ i
and was built in conjunction with a new apartment tower . 1 i =
at 237 Franklin Street to house the elderly. The parking L " |

garage and library branch are adjoining siructures. The
library is well-maintained though some its inferior finishes
and building systems would benefit from an update. The
ground floor consists of a circulation desk, public
computer terminals a large reading room with stacks and
soft seating. A children's reading area and a large public
mesting room is on the second level. The classrooms on
the lower level host well-attended ESL and adult
education classes.

Basement Floor Plan

SN |
The building is wheelchair accessible and has an elevator

1o all levels B : i E

L

Ground Floor Plan
BUILDING

USE

[E. B

Libeary Stacks/Reacing Room 2% (5775 sqfy
Mesting Rooms & Classrooms  24% (3,226 sqfy

Corcutazon 19% (2820 sy
Unilties. 5% (591 sqh) ]
Buiding support 5% (BN
W Staft 5% (617t} Upper Floor Plan

268 Green 5t Central Square City Lots Study Preliminary Site Assessments | July 2623

Building Use

Site Conditions (Exterior)

260 Green is the site of the Central Square Public Library
and adjoining public parking garage. The library main
entrance faces Pearl St and can also be accessed on
western side of the building via a plaza shared with the
neighboring high-rise senior housing building

Zoning
« Site zoning code: residence (C-3)

« Neighbor zoning codes:
= Business (B, BA, BA-1,BA-3, BB),
Cambridgeport Revitalization
Development District (CRDD), Residence
(C-2A)
« Within Central Square Overlay District: YES

1 & e
] 3
ana = 2
m:qn sgon e e
S
268 Green St Central Square City Lots Study Preliminary Site Assessments | July 2823
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Parking Utilization
OFF-STREET PARKING UTILIZATION On-Street parking utilization was highest in the study area Sunday at 12:00pm, however, the

Inventory Sunday, 12 PM  Average Green Street Garage had very low occupancy during this time period. Green Street Garage

averaged only 41% occupancy across all time periods.
Sum of Spaces Spaces % Spaces %
Full Full Full Full >

Garage 257 68 26% 108 41% @
ON-STREET PARKING UTILIZATION

Inventory Sunday, 12PM  Average
Regulation Sumof %of  Spaces % Spaces %

Spaces Spaces Full  Full  Ful  Ful
Permit Only 847 5% 858 TT% 625 Ta%
2 Hr, BAN-GPM 50 5% 82| 105% 57 %
2 Hr, BAN-GPM 57 5% 55 6% 52 %
2 Hr, BAN-GPM 43 43 42 % 38 8%
sxcept Sat
Disakilty Parking 43 454 18] 42% 18 4%
1 Hr, BAM-EPM 25 2% 23 2% 4 %
Unreguiated 16 1% 20 125% 23 148%
30 Min, BAM-EPM 14 1% a 84% 10 88%
1 Hr, BAM-8PM 14 1% " 0% 10 1% GREEN ST GARAGE W D (0.25 MILE)
- y o . = il ey
30 Min, BAM-6PM 2 0.2% 3| 150% 2 108% PARKING UTILIZATION, SUN 12PM
2 Hr, 10AM-2PM, 2 o0z% 0 0% o 0% o
Loading Zone s g
TAM-10AM —s5100%

— oer 100% SN T

2 Hr, GAN-5RN o 0% o o% o % 2 ol .
except Sat
Total M2 100% 289 80% 858 %

268 Green St Central Square City Lots Study Preliminary Site Assessments | July 283

Parking Inventory & Utilization

Site History

In the 1930's the City of Cambridge began to acquirs and demolish the residential propertis along Pearl and Green Strests to create parking lots. By the late
1960's planning began for a large municipal and state funded project combining elderly housing, a large public library branch and the 4 story parking garage. The
complex was completed in 1972. At the time of its completion. the Central Square Library branch was one of the largest in the city and was well received by
residents. Some saw the Library branch as a ‘demarcation ling' to prevent the encroachment of business into the residential neighborhood. At the same fime, the
Central Square Business Association welcomed the new parking structurs to support refail and office rentals in the square

Key Events

in the 1830 the city begins to buy and
demolish residential properties at the
Cormer of Green and Pear Streats 1o
make way for surface parking

n the late 1080's the ity
recsives siate funding for an
eiderly housing tower

n 2022, parking garage
undargoas emergancy
repais to address lesks
and cihar updatas.

20252 Strusturs! study
performed (o evaluate if
53se structure can tolerate
2ddtional lnacs scove)

1976

L;{

|

e S i
fsh-ﬁw»ﬁﬂdﬁ}?:’lﬁ&! s

1876 Phota
Carérxige Public Library

1 Publc Library, Norman B, Leventhal Map Center

268 Green St

Central Square City Lots Study Preliminary Site Assessments | July 2623

ite History

Environmental Conditions

. Urban Heat i;ark Acces_s i&
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) =
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. |
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|

(AT | [ ey CTRENTTY] | P ———

260 Green St is at risk of precipitation flooding,
today and in the near future (2023 - 2070). The
southwestern comer of the site, alongside Franklin
St has a 10% chance of flooding as of 2023 and
into 2070.

From 2009-2010 to 2018, 260 Green St and its
immediate surroundings, experienced ambient air
temperatures significantly above the citywide
average (90F), ranging from 92F to 100F.

260 Green St has low park access, ranging from
0.00 to 0.23 acres of park per person. Park access
improves significantly towards the North of the site.

268 Green St Central Square City Lots Study Preliminary Site Assessments | July 2023

Environmental Conditions



AUGUST POP-UPS
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There are 10 City-owned properties that
are part of this study
a e —
Use sticky notes to share your thoughts
and ideas for these sites!
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Central Square

- City Lots Study

Join one of our Pop-Up Events!

Monday
August 21

Thursday
August 24

Sunday
August 27

Saturday

Central Square Farmers Market (12-2pm)

Central Square Library Branch,
MLK Jr. Plaza on Franklin Street (5-7pm)

Catch us before or after the Library's Twilight
Stories and Songs event from 5:30 - 6pm!

MathTalk Summer Family Day at
Starlight Square (12-3pm)

Port Pride Day

September 9 Clement G. Morgan Park (11am-2pm)




COMMUNITY FEEDBACK AT AUGUST POP-UPS

parking

9

affordable housin
housing




COMMUNITY FEEDBACK AT AUGUST POP-UPS - SPECIFIC PROPERTIES

205 Western Ave Affordable housing

......

= Supportive Housing
Playground A (integrative social services for
' single parents)

- Commu r"ty space 3 Bigelow St

- Open/Green space

&

Keep as Library but improve: . Community center
- Add a children's playground and Mixed-use : : (Theater performances & market)

daycare to top of garage ¢ by i - 1 affordable housing

- Expand hours and reopen existing
facilities (closed during COVID-19)

- Improve signage in library and 260 Green St/
for parking 45 Pearl St

_m..—il.l

Hif

105 Windsor St




ENGAGEMENT ELEMENTS

COMMUNICATION FOCUS GROUPS & POP-UPS / SURVEY &
MATERIALS INTERVIEWS COMMUNITY MEETING

Project Website City Staft

Pop-ups with general project info,

Central Square BID learn about community needs

ONGOING

Updates on Social Media Central Square Advisory Committee

CET Focus Groups

Senior Center

Flyering at local Central Square
businesses & community centers/hubs

October Community Meeting to share

CemLialy g2l o0, preliminary findings & opportunities

Businesses, others?

UPCOMING

Canvassing or flyering at residences
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DISCUSSION
QUESTION 1

Central Square needs

Tell us what you think are the most pressing

QUESTION 2s for Central Square!

Have a location in mind? Tell us
which site you're thinking of!
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PROJECT SITES
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PROJECT SITE PLANS
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PROJECT SITE PLANS
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NEXT STEPS THIS FALL

e [ocCus groups

e Future Survey
e Public meeting in October

e Test fits to identify opportunities and
constraints
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