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1888

An Act to Provide a 
Reservoir for the City 
of Cambridge and to 
Better Preserve the 
Purity of its Water 

Supply

Taking Language 
Book 1893 Pg. 443 

“…Whereas, prior to 
the passage of said 

act of the Legislature, 
several swampy 

nooks had been cut 
off from the pond by 

means of dams made 
beyond low water 

line, and the banks of 
said dams and other 

parts of the shore line 
had been 

riprapped…” 



Image source https://geology.utah.gov/map-pub/survey-notes/climatically-controlled-water-supply-in-the-bryce-canyon-region/stream-block-diagrams/

Groundwater



Fresh Pond gaining an estimated 3 – 9 MGD

Image source https://geology.utah.gov/map-pub/survey-notes/climatically-controlled-water-supply-in-the-bryce-canyon-region/stream-block-diagrams/

Fresh Pond 
Groundwater



Fresh Pond gaining an estimated 0.5 – 1MGD

Image source https://geology.utah.gov/map-pub/survey-notes/climatically-controlled-water-supply-in-the-bryce-canyon-region/stream-block-diagrams/

Fresh Pond 
Groundwater

Fresh Pond Reservoir’s 
target operating level is 
16’ Cambridge Datum



Stormwater

Historic 
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Images 2021, City of Cambridge, EOEEA MassGIS

Municipal Storm 
Sewer Systems route 
runoff away from 
Fresh Pond



Stormwater
Flow Direction

Stream
 B

Stream A

PThrough a series 
of pipes, ditches, 
and ponds, runoff 
is intercepted and 

diverted away 
from Fresh Pond 

Reservoir

Work in the 1950s 
elevated the 

Perimeter Road 
and reduced 

direct stormwater 
discharges

Pump station 
feeds Little Fresh 

Pond overflow to a 
66” storm drain 



Groundwater 
Quality



Questions?
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