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Harvard dining hall food fight, 1819



Spring Riot,
May 4, 1937



The folk scene in Harvard Square 
attracted performers from all over 
New England. Joan Baez, shown 
performing behind the kiosk 
in 1959, used this picture 
on the cover of her first album



Provocation: Highway Planning in the Postwar Era

Cambridge Planning Board, “The Road Ahead,” ca. 1949



Sketches illustrating the effect of the proposed widening prepared
by the Citizens Emergency Committee to Save Memorial Drive received national

attention when they were published in Time magazine in February 1964

Memorial Drive Expansion, 1962-66



M.D.C. police break up a Save the Sycamores demonstration, May 9, 1964



Inner Belt march  on City Hall, February 26, 1966



Police break up protest against war research at M.I.T., 1969

The Anti-War Movement, 1965-73



Occupation of University Hall, April 1969



Fist poster, produced during the 1969 Harvard student 
strike, originated with a design by School of Design 
architecture student Harvey Hacker. 



The 1969–70 academic year 
was marked by repeated violence. 
On April 15, 1970, antiwar protestors 
rioted in Harvard Square, setting 
fires and trashing storefronts 
despite a massive police presence.



Antiwar riots and marches 
between Harvard Square 
and Boston in 1970 
drew national attention.
Boston Herald, April 18, 1970



Hayes Bickford’s was a regional chain of inexpensive cafeterias. 
The 24/7 Harvard Square outlet was an informal headquarters of student radicals until 1967, 

when the landlord forced it to close between 4:00 and 5:00 a.m. Photo ca. 1962.

Action against free expression



“Eighteen persons arrested last month while 
peddling Avatar--five Harvard students 
among them--were convicted in 
East Cambridge Court yesterday 
of selling obscene literature.”

The Harvard Crimson, March 1, 1968 

Action against free expression



Felix’s Newsstand at 1304 Massachusetts 
Avenue was evicted in 1970 “because 
of unhappiness with some of the books 
and magazines” it sold (Crimson, 6/11/1970). 
Felix Caragianes had been arrested in 1926 
by agents of Boston’s Watch & Ward Society 
for selling copies of H.L. Mencken’s allegedly
obscene literary magazine, The American 
Mercury; Mencken himself came to
Boston to be arrested on the same charge 
but was acquitted. Felix’s nephew Angelo
was arrested twice in the 1960s for 
similar reasons. Photo September 20, 1970.

Action against free expression



On June 11, 1970, community members led by future city councillor
Saundra Graham (with bullhorn) invaded Harvard’s 319th commencement to

protest the university’s intrusion into the Riverside neighborhood.

Occupation of Harvard Commencement, 1970



March 1971: Women of the Bread & Roses 
collective occupy a Harvard Building 
at 888 Memorial Drive

Mayor Alfred Vellucci is being refused admission.



Commencement 1971:
Radcliffe women protest



April 18, 1972:  Antiwar protesters burn files at Harvard’s Center for International Affairs



The caption of this postcard reads, “This is our scene. … Try to get in it.”

Peace  Agreement Signed, January 27, 1973



I.M. Pei’s 1973 plan for the Kennedy Library included Harvard’s Institute of Politics 
and School of Government in the same complex as the museum and the presidential library. 

Community members were terrified that the six million annual visitors 
to Kennedy’s gravesite would overwhelm Harvard Square.

John F. Kennedy Presidential Library conflict, 1965-76



Tent City demonstration against M.I.T., November 1, 1987



Holmes Block protest, 1997



The Tasty, ca. 1997



The Rebelliad, commemorating the food riots of 1819




