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Cambridge City Hall 
795 Massachusetts Avenue 
Cambridge, MA 02139 

.:pear Mayor Maher and Members of the City Council: 

Enclosed please find a Petition from Forest City Commerciat Group to amend the City of 
Cambridge Zoning Ordinance by extending the Cambridgeport Revitalization Development 
. District from Green street out to Massachusetts Avenue in the area adjacellt to Blanche Street 

The inClUsion of this property into the Cambridgeport Revitalization 'Development 
District Will allow for the development ofan improved street ~ge along this section of 
Massachusetts Avenue with a life science building containing active, ground floor retail. 

We look forward to reviewing this .proposal with the Ordinance CoI11.nlittee and the City 
Counell in the months ahead. . 

Thank you for yC?ur thoughtful consideration of this important proposal. 

Very ~y yours, 

Kathryn Lachelt Brown, Esq. 
Vice Presiden~ Legal Affairs 
Forest City Commercial Group, Inc. 

38 Sidney Stre.et Cambridge. MA 02139 ; 617·22S·0)10 ,&17·225·031' 
fceboston.com 
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[SIGNATURE PAGE TO FOREST CITY ZONING PETITION) 

Exec.uted as of February __,2011. 


MASSACHUSEITS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY . 

By: .. MIT Investment Management Company, its authorized agent 


• By: ~1lA 
Seth D. Alexander, President 



. Forest City Zoning Petition 

. The undersigned owner of land to be affected by this petition, hereby petitions the 

Cambridge City Council as follows: 


To see if the City Council will vote to amend the Zoning Map of the city ofCambridge as 
follows: 

. . 

. -To extend the Cambridgeport Revitalization-Development District.(CRDD) along 
.the centerline ofMassachusetts Avenue for 299 feet in a southeasterly direction from 
its current centeriine of Blanche Street therice proc~eding for 148 feet in a 
southwesterly direction, thence proceeding for 61 feet in a northwesterly direytion, 
thence proceeding fOf 118.5 feet in a southwesterly direction to the centerline of 
Green St, thence proceeding along the centerline ofGreen "Street for 233 feet in a 

. northwesterly direction to the centerlIne ofBlanche Street, thence proceeding for 267 
feet along the centerline of Blanche Street in a northeasterly direction to the pointof 
beginning so as to encompass all ofthe land in assessors map Block 69, Lots 100, . 

·101, 102, 103, 109, 148,149, 163 and adjacent portions ofBlanche Street, Green 
Street, and Massachusetts A venue abutting those lots . 

. to see if the City Council will vote to amend Article 15,000 of the ZoningOrdinanye of 
. the City of Cambridge as follows: . 

1. by deleting the first two paragraphs 6fSection 15.32.1 

. "The aggregate of all development in the Districtshall not exceed (i) 1,900,000 
square feet ofgross floor area (GFA) in nonresidential buildings (whichterm for the 
purpose of this Article shall exclude parking facilities and portions of the buildings 
confuiningparking fadlities and shall include buildings and portions 6fbuildings 
containing hotel and motel uses and, to the extent provided in Subsection 15.32.1 and 
15.32.2, dwelling units) and (ii) four hundred (400)dwelling units which in no event 
shall contain more than four hundred thousand (400,000) square feet ofGFA.. 
(Should the existing building or a portion ofthe building on the block bounded by 
Sidney, Franklin, Brookline, and Green Streets, commonly known as the Fenton Shoe 
Building, be renovated substantially for residential purposes, the GFA of the 
residential portion of the building shall· be assumed for the purpose of this Subsection 
15.32.1, to be onethQusand (l.000) square feet for each dwelling unitconstructed up 
to a maximum ofone hundred and thirteen (I13) unitS, notwithstanding the fact that 
the actual GFA of the residential units constructed may be greater. 

Notwithstanding the limitation on the number ofdwelling units allowed in the District 
as provided in this Subsection 15.32.1 there shall be no limitation on the number of ­
dwelling units in the District so long as the number ofdwelling units in excess of four 
hundred (400) is dee~ed to be equivalent of the GFA in such nonresidential buildings 



. 	 ' , 

and treated as such when calculating the aggregate GF A ofNonresidential buildings 
in the District. To the extent that the dwelling units required in, the District in this 

, Subsection 15.32. land Subsection 15.32.2 exceed 400,000 square feet in GFA, the 
additional residential GF A shall be permitted provided the GF A permitted for 

•nonresidential buildings pursuant to this Subsection 15.32.1 ~hall be reduced by the 
residential GFAabove four hundred thousand (400,000) square feet." 

and replacing them with the following paragraph ' 
, 	 . 

"The aggregate ofail development in the District shall not exceed two million five 
hundred forty thousand (2,540,000) square feet ofgross floor area (GFA), provided 

. however that the amount of GF A in nonresidential buildings (which term for the' 
purpose of this Article'shall exclude .parking facilities and portions of the buildings 
cOntaining parking facilities and, to the extent provided in Subsection 15.32.2, 

. dwelling units, but shall include buildings and portions ofbuildings containing hotel 
, and moter uses}shaH not exceed 1,900,000 square feet." , . 

2. By amending the following language ofSection 15.36 as follows: 
. 	 , 

• 	 by d~leting the phrase "Section 11 AO" from the first paragraph entitled Area 
of Special Planning Concern and replacing it with the phiase "Section 19.43" 

• 	 '. by deleting,the phrase"(at the time ofadoption of this Article 15)" from the 
, first paragraph entitled Area of Special Planning Conce~ 

• 	 by deleting the phrase "Section 11.44" from paragraph (2) and replacing it 
with the phrase "(Section 19A3.3)" . 

• 	 by deleting the phrase "Section 11 A5" from paragraph (3) and replacing it 
. with the phrase "(Section 19A3.2)" 

3. by adding the following language to Section 15.30 

"15.37 For those portions of the district along Massachusetts Avenue located 
within the Centr(tl Square Overlay District, the Large Project Review shall be 
undertaken by the Planning Board. Where applicable, the Planning Board shall be 
guided by the objectives and criteria contained in the publication "Central Square 
Action Plan", City ofCambridge. November 1987, and "Central Square Development 
Guidelines", July 1989. ' 

To the extent any provision in those documents are in conflict with the Design 
Guidelines for the Cambridgeport Revitalization Development District ("CRDD") the 
Planning Board shall determine which guideline is most appropriate to be considered 
in the Large Project Development Consultation." 



4. by adding the folloWing language to Section 15.40 

"15.41.5 Compliance with this provision shall be deemed as satisfying the 

requirements ofSection 19.59 of this Ordinance." 


5. by deleting the following language·ofSectionI5.70 

"Where this Article 15.000 specifies some staiI.dard or makes some o~her 
reqwrements elsewhere in this Ordinance, the provisions of this Article 15.000 shall . 
controL'; . 

. and replacing it with the following language 

"Where this Article 15.000 specifies some standard or makes some othel; 
requirements elsewhere in this Ordinan~e including any dimensional limitations 
contained in Article 20.3000, the provisions of this Article 15.000 shall control." 

http:language�ofSectionI5.70
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City of Cambridge 
Massachusetts 

All dala is provided for gcaphic.represenlalion ooIy_ 1M City 
of Cambridge expressly disclaims aQ Wamlnties ol anylype, 
._ssedOf implied, including. but not limited 10, any 
watnlnIV as 10 the """"""'Y ol the data, mercl1antabi1ily. or 
fitness for a paf1i<:uIa< purpose. 

IIil Open Wale, B 

A-1. 

CJ Reside""" C 
CJ Residence C-I 
CJ Residence C-IA 
CJ Reside""" C-2 
CJ Reside""" C-2A 
CJ Reside""" C-28 
CJ Residenoe C-3 
Q Residenoe C-3A 
CJ Residence C-3B 
[J 0fIice-1 
III 0fIice-2 
Ell 0-2A 
iii Offoee-3 
m·OfIice-3A 
o Business A 
o Business A-I 
o Business A-2 
o Business A-3 
fi1 Business B 
III Business-I 

Business 2 

Industry A-2 
Industry A 
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