
CITY OF CAMBRIDGE | MARCH 28, 2023
DANEHY-NEW STREET CONNECTOR PATH PROJECT

PUBLIC MEETING #2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thanks all for joining the 2nd public meeting for the Danehy-New Street Connector Path Project
This meeting will provide updates on some of the conceptual design options we’ve come up with so far



Q & A

Public Input
1. Use the “Q&A” button at bottom center of 

the Zoom window to submit written 
questions and comments during the 
presentation

2. Use the “Raise Hand” button at bottom 
center of the Zoom window to request to 
speak at the end of the presentation

• We will unmute you
• You will have 1-2 minutes to speak comments 

and ask questions

3. Please visit the project website to submit 
comments, sign up for the newsletter, and 
see upcoming events

Q&A

Raise 
Hand

Camb.ma/DanehyConnector

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are a few different ways that you can provide input and ask questions
For quick clarifying questions, or for those who don’t want to speak live – Please use the QandA button at the bottom center of the Zoom window to submit written questions
For other questions or to offer your comments, please use the Raise Hand button, we will unmute you and give you chance to speak at the end of the presentation
And you can always visit the project website to submit comments, sign up for the newsletter to hear about upcoming meetings and events: camb.ma/danehycoennector




Agenda

Welcome!

1. General project update
• Schedule, project map, project vision and 

goals, artists
• Sherman Street extension 
• Fitchburg tracks crossing update

2. Conceptual design review
• Conceptual design graphics
• Opportunities and challenges

3. Questions and feedback
• Questions will be answered at end of the meeting

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The agenda for the meeting includes a general project update where we’ll discuss the schedule, view a map of the multi-use path corridor, review the vision and goals, and hear about the artists selected for the project
Next we’ll walk through the conceptual design graphics and discuss the design intent and some opportunities and challenges along the corridor
Then we’ll introduce two additional items under study: the proposed Sherman Street extension and the Fitchburg tracks crossing feasibility study
And towards the end we’ll have time for questions and feedback



Schedule

Danehy-New Street Connector Path
Design Schedule

• Spring-Summer 2023: Conceptual Design

• Fall 2023: Advanced Design Public Meeting

• Late Fall 2023: Final Design Submission

• Late 2023: Out to Bid

• 2024: Construction Begins

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Danehy-New Street path project schedule aims to wrap up the conceptual design phase in spring-summer 2023
In the fall, we are aiming to host an advanced design public meeting
Later in the fall, we’re hoping to go out to bid for construction
And, If all goes according to plans, we’ll see construction begin in calendar year 2024



Project Map

   

Fresh Pond 
Shopping Plaza

1. Multi-Use Path 
Location

Danehy
Park

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This slide shows the overall project map
On the left side is Concord Ave between the two rotaries
At the top is Fresh Pond Plaza
Beneath the path corridor is New Street and Danehy Park
The multi-use path, the primary project this presentation will focus on, will be built on city-owned land, in the rough area shown by a blue box
This path project also includes two additional planning studies



  

2. Proposed Sherman 
Street extensionDanehy

Park

Project Map

Fresh Pond 
Shopping Plaza

1. Multi-Use Path 
Location

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The 2nd additional project is studying the proposed multi-use path extension to Sherman Street
The proposed extension to Sherman Street would likely require using a portion of MBTA land, and we’re in discussions with the MBTA on this idea
This is an important extension to connect to Pemberton Street, the Yerxa Road underpass, Rindge Ave Upper School, Rindge Field and dense residential neighborhoods and other destinations




   

2. Proposed Sherman 
Street extensionDanehy

Park

Project Map

Fresh Pond 
Shopping Plaza

1. Multi-Use Path 
Location 3. Fitchburg Commuter Line 

Crossing: Feasibility Study

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The 3rd additional planning study is the Fitchburg Commuter Rail Line Crossing Feasibility Study
There has been a long-standing desire to create a crossing of the rail tracks from the Rindge Ave area to the Danehy Park area
We’ve included it as a feasibility study add-on to this multi-use path design and construction project
We’re currently working on both the proposed Sherman Street extension and the Fitchburg Line crossing, and we look forward to providing an update on both studies for you at a future meeting





Project Vision

THE DANEHY-NEW STREET CONNECTOR PATH DESIGN WILL:

1. Provide a new community 
corridor connecting North 
Cambridge to the Alewife area and 
Danehy Park, Fresh Pond, and the 
Watertown-Cambridge Greenway

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Review vision



Project Vision

THE DANEHY-NEW STREET CONNECTOR PATH DESIGN WILL:

2. Be set in an ecologically 
improved, naturally resilient, 
green, landscaped area that will 
use plants to create natural 
habitat

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Review vision



Project Vision

THE DANEHY-NEW STREET CONNECTOR PATH DESIGN WILL:

3. Consider future 
connections to nearby 
destinations and 
neighborhoods, and will 
incorporate site amenities to 
encourage a comfortable, 
calm, and natural setting

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Review vision



Project Vision

THE DANEHY-NEW STREET CONNECTOR PATH DESIGN WILL:

4. Create an accommodating 
path space for users of all ages 
and abilities

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Review vision
Pass to Rich



Design Vision

The design vision includes:

• Path Experience
• Natural materials, stone features, 

seating, wood fencing

• Landscape and Plantings
• Native plantings, understory planting, 

significant tree planting, green buffers

• Artist's elements, possible re-use of rail

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Rich Houghton




Natural Materials: Granite and stone edging, playful seating
Design Vision - Path Experience

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Rich Houghton




Native plants, naturalized landscape
Design Vision – Landscape and Plantings

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Rich Houghton




Artists

The artists have been 
selected for the path project:

• Jin Choi and Thomas Shine

• https://choishine.com/

• Examining different sites / 
opportunities along the path

• Possible re-use of rail tracks

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The artists selected for the multi-use path corridor are Jin Choi and Thomas Shine
They have a website where you can see previous works of theirs: it is choishine.com
They are currently examining different areas and opportunities along the path corridor
One area of interest is looking at possibly re-using a portion of the existing steel rail tracks that are currently in the ground

https://choishine.com/


Project Map

Path Entrance at Concord Avenue + Sunoco

Danehy
Park

Fresh Pond 
Shopping Plaza

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We’ll use these project maps to orient folks to which path location we’ll be discussing
Walking through the different graphics and photos, we’ll start at the very left edge of this map, where it says Concord Ave – and move our way north and east along the corridor
The blue box shows the location of the planned path entrance at Concord Ave 



   

Fresh 
Pond

Cambridge
Watertown 
Greenway

Dunkin

Sunoco

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Zooming in a bit to the Concord Avenue area between the two rotaries
This plan graphic shows how the Danehy-New Street path will connect to existing multi-use paths on Concord Ave and Fresh Pond, including the Cambridge-Watertown Greenway



Path Entrance

Existing Conditions

• Large curb cut

• Cars can block or 
enter path

Proposed

• Introduce curbing, 
signage, pavement 
markings

• Bring up to sidewalk 
grade

Concord Ave – facing north

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This photo shows the Concord Ave path entrance between the Sunoco station and Adams Fireplace Shop
The area is defined by a large curb cut that looks like a driveway entrance to the path
We’re looking at ways to make this a safe path entrance by adding some curbing here to alert motorists that this is not a driveway and alert path users to stop and not travel into the roadway, and to bring this area up to sidewalk grade




Path Entrance Rendering

Concord Avenue

• Identify path 
entrance

• Introduce curbing, 
signage, fencing, 
pavement 
markings

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This photo rendering shows new granite curb in the foreground with grass landscaping
This design restricts motor vehicles from entering the path area and alerts path users that this isn’t the place to cross Concord Ave



Narrow Path Area

Existing Conditions

• Cars parked on path 
property

Proposed

• Introduce fencing to 
safely define path 
area

• Install emergency call 
box, lighting, identify 
opportunities for 
landscaping

Sunoco lot – facing north

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This photo shows another narrow portion of City property 
This photo faces north, so the left side of the image is the Sunoco property
We are locating a fence along the property line to left side of the photo to delineate the path from the service station
We’ll include lighting, an emergency call box, and we’re working on identifying areas suitable for native plantings and trees





Fence Types

• Looking at different 
options for a suitable 
fence

• Stand up to snow 
storage, private 
property car parking, 
and allow sight lines

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To separate path users from the service station parking lot, we’re working on designs of a wooden guard rail fence
We think this may be an attractive option for a few reasons
A lower fence height allows for longer sight lines where the path approaches Concord Ave
Guard rail fences are sturdy and can withstand snow plowed up against the fence, and occasional bumps by cars
The top image is a single-rail wooden guard rail
The bottom image is a double-rail wooden guard rail



Project Map

Behind New Street Auto Body

Danehy
Park

Fresh Pond 
Shopping Plaza

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Moving north-east along the project map, the next location is behind the New Street auto body shop
The blue box shows the location where we’ll look at the next set of conceptual design graphics
This is another constrained path location
This is Constrained by the changes in the width of the City owned parcel, and we need to work together with the autobody to ensure they retain access to rear facing garage bays



Narrow Path Area

Existing Conditions

• Auto body storage

Proposed

• Create a clear, safe, 
multi-use path

• Maintain separation 
from auto body 
circulation

• Slightly reduced 
path width

Behind auto body – facing north

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This image shows existing conditions behind the autobody facing north, on the left side of the image is the existing chain link fence between the path and the Fresh Pond Mall
Behind the auto body we need to maintain separation from the multi-use path and autobody vehicles turning into the rear facing garage bays 
It’s very important that the design emphasize a clear and visible path area, and that no cars are driven or parked along the pathway
The proposed path width here is slightly reduced to provide a greater buffer between path users and auto body circulation



   

Auto Body
Property

Fresh Pond 
Mall Property

City of Cambridge Property

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This graphic shows a plan view map of the multi-use path area behind the auto body shop on new street
This is a constrained section of path: it’s a narrow piece of the city-owned property
There are two red dashed lines indicating the property line – you can see these in the section view graphic on the next page



    

Auto Body
Property

Fresh Pond 
Mall Property

City of Cambridge 
Property

12’
Multi-Use Path

2’2’

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This graphic shows a section view of the proposed path behind the autobody
On the graphic are two dashed red lines – with the Fresh Pond Mall property on the left, City owned property in the middle, and auto body property to the right
While most of the path will be 14’ feet wide with 2’ shoulders, in this location we are planning for a 12’ wide path with 2’ shoulders to provide an additional buffer to the autobody



Project Map

Behind New Street Residential Buildings

Danehy
Park

Fresh Pond 
Shopping Plaza

77

87

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Again moving north and east long the project corridor
The blue box shows the location of the multi-use path area behind the New Street residential buildings 
This area is wider and offers opportunities for the path alignment and landscaping



Behind New Street

Existing Conditions

• Wider portion of 
corridor

• Invasives, scrub 
vegetation

Proposed

• Design generous green 
landscaped buffer 
between path and 
neighbors

Path corridor – facing north

77 New St

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The multi-use path from Concord Ave up to this point is close to the fence separating the western edge of the path from abutting private property
Here at this wider area there is a natural opportunity to create a green buffer between the path edge and the shopping plaza fence
We are still identifying and evaluating healthy and mature trees -- we have a strong desire to maintain healthy, mature tree canopy
But a lot of what’s out there is invasive, volunteer, and scrubby, and is growing in locations where we will have to remove old creosote-rail ties
The next couple of slides show photos of the existing vegetation within the corridor as we head north




Behind New Street

Existing Conditions

• Scrub vegetation

Proposed

• Identify healthy trees 
to remain

• Significant understory 
landscaping and tree 
planting

Path corridor – facing south

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This photo of the path corridor is facing south – so the fresh pond mall is on the right side of the image
This photo shows some volunteer and invasive vegetation within the corridor
The two yellow lines were added to show the existing rail tracks in the ground which are hard to see with all the vegetation





Behind New Street

Path corridor – facing south

Proposed

• Informal stone 
seating, natural 
materials

• Generous buffer 
between residential 
buildings and Fresh 
Pond Plaza

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This photo of the path corridor is facing south – so the fresh pond mall is on the right side of the image
This photo shows some vegetation in the path corridor area
In sticking with the design intent, the proposal is to use stone seating, natural materials for edging and play opportunities, and utilizing the width here to provide a buffer between residential building, the path, and fresh pond plaza




Fresh Pond 
Mall

77 New St

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This rendered plan graphic shows the area behind the New Street residential buildings
The multi-use path is shown with a wider landscaped buffer between the edge of the path and the Fresh Pond Mall property
New trees have a small plus sign in the center, and existing trees have a small circle or dot in the center
There are some granite boulders shown that could be used for play or seating
There are some precedent photos of granite stones or other natural materials used as informal seating and edging 
This is not a final tree planting plan – we are still examining what's out there





Multi-Use Path
14’ 2’2’

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This section graphic shows the typical path section in the wider area behind the New Street residential buildings
The graphic is showing a 14’ multi-use path with 2’ shoulders
The graphic also shows generous buffers to the mall property and the residential building
Following the vision of the path project, this area is proposed to be extensively planted



Project Map

New Street Path Crossing

Danehy
Park

Fresh Pond 
Shopping Plaza

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Again, we are moving more north and east along the project corridor
This time the blue box shows the location where the multi-use path crosses New Street



Path Crossing

Existing Conditions

• At-grade crosswalk

Proposed

• Remove rail tracks 
from New Street

• Install raised crossing

• Opportunity for 
benches or other path 
entrance furniture

New Street path crossing – facing south

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our designs include removing the unused rail tracks currently embedded in the ground across New Street
The project also includes a raised path crossing here to make this a more comfortable crossing for bicyclists and pedestrians and to slow driver speeds along New Street
And we have an opportunity to introduce some benches or other gateway-element path entrance features




Path Crossing Precedent

Proposed

• Raised 
crossing

Example raised crossing – Cameron Ave

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is an example of a raised path crossing on Cameron Avenue in Cambridge
This is the Linear Park path crossing
Our design will be something like this although we are still investigating slope and drainage to make sure this is possible




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This graphic shows a plan view map of the rendered multi-use path approaching and crossing New Street
There is some topography here and we are proposing to use granite edging to retain some of those slopes and create a side path to a landscaped area at the top of the small rise
We’re proposing some boulders for climbing or playing nearer to the path entry point at New Street
This graphic also shows the raised pathway crossing New Street – the raised crossing is perpendicular to New Street which requires a bend in the multi-use path alignment





Project Map

Danehy
Park Pavilion

Fresh Pond 
Shopping Plaza

Danehy Park 
Connection 

Dog Run

Proposed Sherman 
Street extension

Danehy Park Connection

• Coordinating with the 
Danehy Park pavilion 
project

• Working to identify 
suitable location

Sherman Street Extension

• Ongoing planning work

• Update at next meeting

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Again, we are moving more north and east along the project corridor
The blue box shows the location where the path corridor ends where it meets mall property and Fitchburg commuter rail line tracks and Danehy park
We’d like to establish a connection into Danehy park in this area, we’re looking in the vicinity of the Dog Run and working on locating other options as well
And as we mentioned earlier, we’re actively in discussions with the MBTA to discuss the proposed Sherman Street path extension



Path Furniture

• Water fountain and 
bottle filler station

• Trash and recycling 
containers

• Pedestrian-scale lighting

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Path furniture includes City standard water fountain and water bottle filler station
Big Belly trash and recycling containers
Pedestrian-scale lighting, with an example in Toomey Park




Q & A

Feedback
1. Use the “Q&A” button at bottom center of 

the Zoom window to submit written 
questions and comments

2. Use the “Raise Hand” button at bottom 
center of the Zoom window to request to 
speak presentation

• We will unmute you
• You will have 1-2 minutes to speak comments 

and ask questions

3. Please visit the project website to submit 
comments, sign up for the newsletter, and 
see upcoming events

Q&A

Raise 
Hand

Camb.ma/DanehyConnector

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are a few different ways that you can provide input and ask questions
To submit written questions - Please use the QandA button at the bottom center of the Zoom window
To be able to speak your question or comment – Please use the Raise Hand button, we will unmute you and give you chance to speak
And you can always visit the project website to submit comments, sign up for the newsletter to hear about upcoming meetings and events: camb.ma/DanehyConnector




Thank You

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE | MARCH 28, 2023
DANEHY-NEW STREET CONNECTOR PATH PROJECT

PUBLIC MEETING #2

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Charlie Creagh
Transportation Project Planner

ccreagh@cambridgema.gov

Gary Chan
Neighborhood Planner

gchan@cambridgema.gov

Bill Deignan
Transportation Program Manager

wdeignan@cambridgema.gov

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

Kevin Beuttell
Supervising Landscape Architect

kbeuttell@cambridgema.gov

TRAFFIC, PARKING & TRANSPORTATION

Stephen Meuse
Traffic Engineer

smeuse@cambridgema.gov

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank You!
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