August 20, 2021

Protected Landmark Petition: Live Poultry Fresh Killed Sign
P2 RECEIVED

To: The Cambridge Historical Commission B AUG 24 2021
Mr. Bruce A. Irwin, Chairman CAMBRIDGE HISTORICAL
Mr. Charles M. Sullivan, Executive Director COMMISSION

831 Massachusetts Avenue, 2" Floor
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139

CULTURAL LANDSCAPE AND SIGNIFICANCE

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

The Mayflower Poultry shop, at 621 Cambridge St., is closing its doors after 89
years of business; and

The “Live Poultry Fresh Killed” sign, which was trademarked in 2005, is a major Cambridge
tourist attraction; and

This 6 foot tall sign has garnered such interest that the shop has used it to sell “Live Poultry
Fresh Killed” merchandise such as tee shirts and hats; and

This “Live Poultry Fresh Killed” sign is a famous East Cambridge Landmark, evoking the long
standing history of East Cambridge, and Cambridge more generally, in factory-produced butcher
products, and:

This “Live Poultry, Fresh Killed” sign appears prominently in such tourist-linked sites as YELP with
statements such as “I spotted this sign as | was moving in to Fulkerson street nearly a year ago,
and | knew | had come to the right place. Not only is the sign for Mayflower hilarious, it also
proves to be an iconic landmark of East Cambridge;” and

Like the now landmarked “Shell Sign” and “EMF Sign,” preservationists now recognize the
importance of preserving key parts of the history of our worker and emigre legacy as an
important piece of our community; and

As the neighborhood guide in Boston Magazine has noted, East Cambridge has had a vital role in
our City’s diverse ethnic history: “Filled with industrial jobs, the neighborhood welcomed
working-class residents, who spent their days on the factory lines. Immigrants from Portugal,
Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, and Poland found their home base in East Cambridge, with their church
parish serving as a touchstone for their local ethnic community;” and

This same Boston Magazine article goes on to explain that, “By the 1960s, factories began to
shut down. Nearby, Kendall Square started its ascension into a technology stronghold, filling up
with life sciences, pharmaceutical, and venture capital companies, bolstered by MIT just around
the corner. Today, these companies continue to hold court in the area, as the neighborhood
works to coexist while maintaining its character in the face of change;”

We also read in this Boston Magazine article that “Some of the most beloved locales are fading
away....But there are still plenty of iconic spots going strong, ranging from fish markets and
bakeries to Mayflower Poultry, with its “Live Poultry Fresh Killed” sign calling attention out
front;”



WHEREAS

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS

DESIGNATIONS

It is widely recognized that buildings can be repurposed, and maintaining important examples of
the vernacular elements once broadly seen in East Cambridge and other neighborhoods in
Cambridge is important to present and future generations, as well as visiting tourists, in
conveying a distinctive and authentic picture of the neighborhood'’s history; and

The area in which this building is situated is rapidly undergoing change that risks depriving
Cambridge of one of the most interesting of such important and historic work-and industrial-
related structures to East Cambridge’s identity, spirit of place, heritage, and cultural landscape;
and

The “Live Poultry Fresh Killed” sign is inextricably linked to the history and culture of East
Cambridge, and indeed the working class history of Cambridge itself; and

This specific sign is a vital and ongoing symbol of East Cambridge’s environment of continual
change and a key epicenter of this urban cultural landscape; and

The unique “LIVE POULTRY Frest KILLED” lettering with its italicized and script-font ““nestt” and
bold lettered “KILLED” on a white background, layered over an orangey yellow chicken image
emblazoned on this sign displays the kind of eclectic and resonant mix of elements consistent
with the one-time factory worker community and harkens back to the days when Cambridge
specialized in blue-collar industries that supported the working class; and

Too much of this City’s history is being lost or forgotten and some “have worried about
Cambridge losing that blue-collar edge, because the blue-collar is where you get your grit. It may
not always be pretty, but it is certainly tough with a can-do spirit, and much needed in crucial
moments. | have also worried about Cambridge losing its “edge” in general. An edge created by
the colorful, creative types who live life outside the parameters of a shiny new Cambridge built
on “bio-this,” “techy-that,” and copious hipster endeavors” (Kristina Kehrer EMF Radio — An
Oasis of Cool and Tradition in Cambridge on www.neighbormedia.org); and

WHEREAS: The Cambridge City Council in 1983 enacted legislation designed to preserve and
conserve buildings and sites of significance in Cambridge’s history; and

CURRENT THREATS

WHEREAS: After the Mayflower Poultry shop closes, and their long term building at at 621 Cambridge St
was sold, and the business itself relocated, the sign is anticipated to be auctioned off on August
26; and

WHEREAS: The East Cambridge Neighborhood Conservation District Study Committee is now evaluating
whether to create a Conservation District in this important part of the City; and

WHEREAS: Cambridge citizens have complained publicly about the potential homogenization of

architecture and use



LANDMARK DESIGNATIONS

WHEREAS: The “Live Poultry Fresh Killed” sign at 621 Cambridge Street’s design,
history, setting, and use make it worthy of preservation as a Cambridge Landmark; and

WHEREAS: This sign at 621 Cambridge Street is one of a select number of properties that is important not
only to Cambridge’s economic and working class history but also its artistic vibrancy and indeed
to Cambridge as a whole; and

WHEREAS: Protecting the “Live Poultry Fresh Killed” sign with local landmark status will enable its unique
qualities to be maintained for the benefit of all Cambridge and all Cantabridgians; and

WHEREAS: Official landmark designation would "foster appropriate use and wider public
knowledge" of its distinctive characteristics and significance; and

WHEREAS: Individually landmarking this locally significant structure is needed to ensure that public
participation and review guidelines contribute to the historic and visual enhancement of
East Cambridge for future generations; and

WHEREAS: Notwithstanding the fact that the City of Cambridge has yet to afford official recognition
and protected status to the “Live Poultry Fresh Killed” sign at 621 Cambridge Street; so

THEREFORE do we, the undersigned residents of the City of Cambridge, pursuant to Ordinance 1002, Article Il
Section 180(D) of Chapter 2.78 of the Cambridge Municipal Code, hereby respectfully pray that the Cambridge
Historical Commission initiate with all possible haste the process of designating the “Live Poultry Fresh Killed”

sign at 621 Cambridge Street as a protected landmark of the City of Cambridge.
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THEREFORE do we, the undersigned residents of the City of Cambridge, pursuant to Ordinance 1002,
Article 1lI, Section 180(D) of Chapter 2.78 of the Cambridge Municipal Code, hereby respectfully pray
that the Cambridge Historical Commission initiate with all possible haste the process of designating the

“Live Poultry Fresh Killed” sign at 621 Cambridge Street as a protected landmark of the City of
Cambridge.
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