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Keeping History Above Water: The Past as Prologue
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Henry Pelham, A Plan of Boston in New England … (London, 1777)



The Watery World of Cambridge, Boston, and Somerville

1633 1775
Source (left): British Library. John Winthrop, A chart of Boston and its vicinity, Massachusetts Bay; drawn on a scale of 2 1/3 Italian miles, by estimation, to an inch, n.d. [ca. 1633-37]



H.F. Walling, Map of the City of Cambridge, Massachusetts (1854)



Salt marshes (pink), low-lying land subject to flooding (green) and filled lands (brown), 1877



Current Topography of Cambridge – 10’ contour intervals. Cambridge GIS, 2024.



U.S.G.S, Surficial Materials of Massachusetts— A 1:24,000-Scale Geologic Map Database (2018)



U.S.G.S, Surficial Materials of Massachusetts— A 1:24,000-Scale Geologic Map Database (2018)



99 Brattle Street,
March 27, 2024 

137 Allston Street,
July 21, 2022

Glaciomarine Fine Deposits



Moraine Deposits and Clay

Sherman and Walden Streets, April 29, 2017



Resilient Cambridge: Climate Change Preparedness and Resiliency Plan, 2021



U.S. Coast Survey, Boston Harbor (detail). Published in 1857 from surveys made in  1847.

Millers River Watershed



Mass. Board of Harbor Commissioners, Map … Showing the Draining Area of the Millers River (1872)

Millers River Watershed



Oxford Street and Divinity Avenue, 1854

Millers River Watershed



Oxford Street and Divinity Avenue, 1854

Somerville Dyeing & Bleaching Company 
reservoir, Sacramento Street. Photo 1937

Millers River Watershed
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Town Brook



The Lost Brook

James Hayward, The Streets of Cambridge (1837)



Longfellow house grounds, showing Dictionary Lake, 1844. Sketch by A. W. Longfellow, courtesy National Park Service 



1854



Glacial Geology of the Mystic Lakes-Fresh Pond Area of Massachusetts. Geological Survey Bulletin 1061-F. USGS 1959



Glacial Geology of the Mystic Lakes-Fresh Pond Area of 
Massachusetts. Geological Survey Bulletin 1061-F. USGS 1959



Map of the Water Region of the County of Middlesex … (1836)



The Mystic River Watershed, 1904

Potential Flooding Through the Back Door: The Mystic River and Alewife Brook

Source: John R. Freeman, Report on Improvement of the Upper Mystic River and Alewife Brook. Boston, 1904



1873



Middlesex County Registry of Deeds, Book 790 pp 189-190 (1857)



37 Cogswell Avenue (1854). First floor 6’ above sidewalk.



Historic Wetlands in the Alewife Brook Watershed

Source: William Brewster, Birds of the Cambridge Region. Cambridge, 1906



Source: John R. Freeman, Report on Improvement of the Upper Mystic River and Alewife Brook. Boston, 1904



Fresh Pond Marshes Drained and Filled for Development, 1952

Cambridge Historical 
Commission



Alewife Area, 2021

Google Maps, 
2021



Broadway at Hampshire Street in the Port Neighborhood, July 10, 2010 

Cambridge Department 
of Public Works
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