






















July 23 2023 
 
Amer Koudsi 
617-510-6080 
115 Chilton Street 
Cambridge, MA  02138 
 
Greetings Cambridge City Government and Administration, 
 
I was recently dismayed to hear that our friends and neighbors at 117 Chilton St., Bob and Sue 
Filene, received a letter from you ordering them to remove their chickens due to “complaints”.  
I live in the closest proximity to the chickens of any neighbor and I assure you there are NO 
complaints. 
The chickens have never bothered me and there are no problems with the chickens.  
They have been here for years with no issues and it would be cruel of you to remove them. 
These are beloved pets that have been well taken care of.  
 
Many (if not all) neighboring cities have passed ordinances allowing chickens. Must we always 
be falling behind Somerville in regards to innovative legislation?  
 
I like The Filenes’ chickens and want the chickens at 117 Chilton to stay.  
Dogs and even Blue Jays cause more disturbances than the chickens and I hope you wouldn’t 
suggest we also remove these from our neighborhood. 
Don’t take the chickens away. We like having them. They are not causing any problems. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Amer Koudsi 
617-510-6080 
115 Chilton Street 
Cambridge, MA  02138 



July 23, 2023 
To the City of Cambridge Government Administration and Board of Appeals, 
 
I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for Sue and Bob Filene keeping 
chickens at 117 Chilton St. 
 
As a tenant in Bob and Sue Filene's home, with our rooms directly facing the backyard, 
the chickens being here bring a tremendous amount of joy to our day along with being 
an integral part to the urban farming that my husband and I feel extremely lucky & 
thankful to participate in.  These chickens provide numerous benefits such as fresh 
eggs, fertilizer, pest control, and entertainment, to a strong sense of agricultural 
community within the hustle and bustle of city life.  The chickens are quiet & clean and 
Sue and Bob do a truly outstanding job of taking care of the birds and their coops every 
single day.   
 
I absolutely LOVE having chickens here and they are a major perk and essential part of 
this gorgeous, inspirational space that Sue and Bob have lovingly created.   
 
Thank you for your time,  
 
Laura Stenzel 
115 Chilton St, Cambridge, MA 02138 
617.275.9015 
 



From: Rick Mueller rick.ipswich@gmail.com
Subject: Filene 117 Chilton Street

Date: July 23, 2023 at 3:10 PM
To: sarah@trilogylaw.com

To the Cambridge Zoning Board
Richard Mueller
121 Chilton Street Cambridge 

I would like to advocate for the Filene's and their chickens. I live next door, on the third floor right above their coop and chickens. I
would notice if there was an odor or sound issue. There are none. I appreciate having the chickens next door and advocate for any
regulations to promote urban farming.
Richard Mueller
121 Chilton Street
Cambridge 

mailto:Muellerrick.ipswich@gmail.com
mailto:Muellerrick.ipswich@gmail.com
mailto:sarah@trilogylaw.com


From: George Hutchinson hutch1326@gmail.com
Subject: Chicken coop 117 Chilton St

Date: July 23, 2023 at 4:26 PM
To: sarah@trilogylaw.com

The Filene's are some of the best neighbors I have on the street. The urban farm they take care of is well kept. The chickens are
housed in a very safe and well kept environment. There are no sounds from them that are a disturbance. Please allow the chickens to
stay where they are well kept, safe, and happy with the Filene's at 117 Chilton Street.
George Hutchinson 
118 Chilton St. Cambridge MA 02138

mailto:Hutchinsonhutch1326@gmail.com
mailto:Hutchinsonhutch1326@gmail.com
mailto:sarah@trilogylaw.com


From: Beverly Hutchinson bevhutch4227@gmail.com
Subject: Chicken coop 117 Chilton St

Date: July 23, 2023 at 4:35 PM
To: sarah@trilogylaw.com

I have lived across the street from the Filene's for over 50 years. They have always kept their property at 117 Chilton St. in clean and
well groomed condition. Over the past 6 years, things have not changed. They have a well maintained urban garden and chickens.
The chickens are uplifting and a warm addition to the neighborhood. Living in the city, you hear horns, sirens, and car alarms that go
on for several minutes at a time. To hear the sounds of a happy chicken puts a smile on your face. The children and parents love to
stop by and have Sue let them in the yard and see them. The Filene's keep them clean and safe. They should be allowed to keep the
chickens in their yard. They do not cause any problems.
Beverly Hutchinson
118 Chilton St, Cambridge, MA 02138

mailto:Hutchinsonbevhutch4227@gmail.com
mailto:Hutchinsonbevhutch4227@gmail.com
mailto:sarah@trilogylaw.com




From: Judy Perlman judy.m.perlman@gmail.com
Subject: Filene's chickens

Date: July 24, 2023 at 8:05 AM
To: sarah@trilogylaw.com
Cc: Bob Filene bob@bobfilene.com, Susan Filene susanfilene@gmail.com

Dear Ms. Rhatigan --

My backyard is adjacent to the Filene's.  I'm one of their closest neighbors and am writing to support their efforts to keep
their chickens.  

The chickens have never bothered me. I work from home, and their occasional clucking is not a problem in any way. There is no smell,
my enjoyment of my yard is not affected in any way, and they are contributing by eating pests and improving the soil in which food is
grown.  I know that the Filenes have worked hard to minimize other animals' access to the chickens' food.   

I like having chickens in this community, and I would be sorely disappointed if they were removed. Many surrounding communities
have enacted legislation to support chicken-keeping and I support efforts to do so in Cambridge; while this moves through the process
I think the Filenes should be allowed to keep their chickens.  

Thank you for your efforts, and please don't hesitate to reach out for more information.    
-- 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Judy Perlman
48 Alpine Street
Cambridge, MA  02138
[m] 617 308 7369
Pronouns: She/her
judy.m.perlman@gmail.com
www.judyperlmanconsulting.com
www.meettheproblemsolvers.com 

mailto:Perlmanjudy.m.perlman@gmail.com
mailto:Perlmanjudy.m.perlman@gmail.com
mailto:sarah@trilogylaw.com
mailto:Filenebob@bobfilene.com
mailto:Filenebob@bobfilene.com
mailto:Filenesusanfilene@gmail.com
mailto:Filenesusanfilene@gmail.com
mailto:judy.m.perlman@gmail.com
http://www.judyperlmanconsulting.com/
http://www.meettheproblemsolvers.com/


From: Keld Lundgaard keld.lundgaard@gmail.com
Subject: Support for the Chickens 117 Chilton St

Date: July 24, 2023 at 11:22 PM
To: sarah@trilogylaw.com

Hi Sarah,

I heard that you are working with Sue and Bob to ensure that they don't lose their chickens. 

My wife and I are the neighbors to Sue and Bob, living at 113 Chilton St for 2 years. We can see down in their backyard where they
have their chickens and we would be really sad to see the chickens go as they are a delight to live next to and hear during the day. We
have never been bothered by smell, noise, or other problems. We fully support their chicken husbandry. 

Best regards,
Keld Lundgaard 
113 Chilton St, Cambridge, MA 02138

mailto:Lundgaardkeld.lundgaard@gmail.com
mailto:Lundgaardkeld.lundgaard@gmail.com
mailto:sarah@trilogylaw.com


From: Melissa Bruce melissab@fayerweather.org
Subject: Chickens at 117 Chilton St (letter of support)

Date: July 27, 2023 at 9:06 AM
To: sarah@trilogylaw.com
Cc: jsbrucework@gmail.com

Dear Sarah, 

We are neighbors of Sue and Bob Filene, and have included a letter below in support of their chickens. Please let us know if there is a
better format to send. Thank you!

Best, 
Melissa and John Bruce

------

To the Cambridge Zoning Board: 

We are residents at 121 Chilton Street, neighbors of Sue and Bob Filene who live at 117 Chilton Street. In the eight months we have
lived here, we have never been bothered by their chickens. On multiple occasions, we have been welcome into their backyard to visit
the chickens with our 18 month old daughter. The chickens are well taken care of, there is no smell, and we aren't bothered by any
noise. We want the chickens to stay. 

Please let us know if you have any questions, and we appreciate your consideration of this letter in support of the Filenes. 

Sincerely, 
Melissa and John Bruce
121 Chilton St 
Cambridge, MA

mailto:Brucemelissab@fayerweather.org
mailto:Brucemelissab@fayerweather.org
mailto:sarah@trilogylaw.com
mailto:jsbrucework@gmail.com


From: Ariane Curtin-Bowen aecbowen@gmail.com
Subject: Robert & Sue Filene

Date: July 28, 2023 at 3:16 PM
To: sarah@trilogylaw.com

Hello,
I’m a neighbor of Bob and Sue Filene at 117 chilton st. We are the ground floor neighbors at 119 chilton st, and probably the neighbors
physically closest to the chicken coop that they have in their backyard. I’m writing in support of the chickens, who (while occasionally a
bit noisy while laying) are on the whole completely harmless. Bob and Sue seem like thoughtful people with a deep interest in urban
farming. I wish more people had the dedication to their outdoor space that the Filenes do. Their chickens should stay. 
Thanks,
Ariane Curtin Bowen & Rohan Edwards

mailto:Curtin-Bowenaecbowen@gmail.com
mailto:Curtin-Bowenaecbowen@gmail.com
mailto:sarah@trilogylaw.com


From: Ali Kruger origin.alison@gmail.com
Subject: Response to Filene’s Cease and desist order

Date: July 24, 2023 at 9:48 PM
To: sarah@trilogylaw.com

Hi Sarah,

I am writing in support of the chickens at 117 Chilton Street. My house abuts the 117 Chilton property and except when I look for the
chickens, I don’t even know the chickens are there.

I even cheerfully refer to the birds when friends come to visit as ‘rather well-behaved chickens,’ and very much like seeing the birds as
part of the garden beds out my young daughter’s window. Please know that I am glad the chickens are there and hope they can stay.

Alison Kruger
50 Alpine Street

mailto:Krugerorigin.alison@gmail.com
mailto:Krugerorigin.alison@gmail.com
mailto:sarah@trilogylaw.com
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BAS First Floor 1,192 1,192

FEP Porch, Enclosed 164 0

FHS Half Story, Finished 988 494
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UBM Basement 1,192 0

Total: 4,752 2,878
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CAMBRIDGE CITY COUNCIL
Quinton Y. Zondervan
City Councillor

To Whom It May Concern, July 21, 2023

It has come to my attention that a cease and desist letter has been issued to Robert and Susan
Filene of 117 Chilton St. in regards to their illegal keeping of chickens. I have had the
opportunity to visit the Filene’s and observe their chicken keeping practices. In my humble
opinion, their chicken keeping does not present a nuisance or safety hazard to their neighbors,
nor did I see any signs of rodent activity, and I did not detect any noxious odors or excessive
noise.

While it is indisputable that chicken keeping is not allowed in Cambridge, it has been tolerated
for many years, and the Urban Agriculture Task Force has been discussing legalizing chicken
keeping in Cambridge since at least 2017. It would be unfair and unjust to single out the Filene’s
for enforcement when other residents are allowed to keep their chickens.

As this current state of affairs is intolerable and undesirable, I intend to introduce at the City
Council summer meeting on August 7, proposed legislation to legalize chicken keeping in
Cambridge, based on the work of the Urban Agriculture Task Force. I therefore respectfully
request that all enforcement action regarding chicken keeping, except any active nuisance or
unsafe situations, be stayed until the City Council has had the opportunity to discuss and decide
the matter of legalizing chicken keeping this fall.

With gratitude for your attention to this important matter, sincerely,

Quinton Y. Zondervan
City Councillor
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Cc: Cambridge Delegation

CITY HALL, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02139
Email: qzondervan@cambridgema.gov Phone: 617-901-2006

mailto:qzondervan@cambridgema.gov


To the Board of Zoning Appeals from Susan and Robert Filene, 117 Chilton Street.  
 
We are appealing the order to remove our chickens from 117 Chilton Street. In the 
alternative, we are asking for a variance to keep chickens until such time as chickens 
are allowed in Cambridge, or until our deaths, whichever comes first. We believe that 
we are an example of best practices of urban chicken-keeping. In the six years that we 
have kept chickens we have had no complaints from neighbors and were, therefore, 
surprised to receive an order from the city in early July to remove the chickens from our 
property. 
 
We have been Cambridge residents for 60 years and have lived at 117 Chilton Street 
for 53 years. When we moved to our house, the yard was covered with poor soil and 
weeds. Susan has a background in gardening and farming and has worked over the 
years to improve our soil and to grow food, flowers and herbs. We now have a robust 
urban farm. 
 
Six years ago, we added chickens. The chickens are an integral part of farming here. 
Besides providing eggs, their composted manure provides all of our potting soil and soil 
to enrich raised beds. They free range for one supervised hour each day during which 
time they eat slugs, mosquito larvae, and ticks. In short, they are beneficial to the 
ecosystem. 
 
We had followed the City Council discussions regarding the keeping of chickens in 
Cambridge and had hoped that the City of Cambridge would have passed an ordinance 
and regulations by now as we had expected. We know other Cambridge residents who 
are keeping chickens and doing so without issues. 
 
Keeping chickens in a small urban space was new to us, so we began with help from a 
nationwide organization, Rent the Chicken. In 2017, they brought us a small, 
standardized coop, two chickens, food, a feeder and waterer, bedding, oyster shells, 
and chicken treats. They set up the coop in our yard and we added a small fenced run. 
They required us to buy and read a book about chicken care and were available by 
phone to answer questions. In November, they took the chickens back to their farm for 
the winter. In spring they returned the two chickens and we have had them year-round 
since. Eventually, we built our own walk-in coop and walk-in wire run to ease our backs 
and to accommodate more chickens.  
 
Over the years we added four additional chickens One of our oldest, a Rhode Island 
Red, died peacefully last spring. She lived a year longer than the average lifespan for 
her breed. The other aging hens still lay enough eggs for what we consume.  
 
Last fall we added two young chickens. These live in a separate, small coop and are 
cared for by our tenants, one of whom has a degree in Urban Agriculture. There are two 
reasons for separate coops. First, the older hens will gang up on and injure the young 
ones. Second, the older chickens now eat a different feed which is easier for them to 
digest.They also receive probiotics and vitamins, formulated for older hens, in their 



water. Both coops and runs are secure against critters. Coop and run floors are covered 
with salt marsh hay and chopped straw and are cleaned every morning. Manure is 
composted in secure bins. The coops have fans for hot weather and heated water bowls 
for winter. In summer, we put ice in the waterers and in winter they eat cracked corn in 
the evening to help warm them overnight. The two flocks have access to a large dust 
bath which is necessary for their grooming behavior. 
 
We are hoping that the Board will either grant our appeal of the Inspectional Services 
cease-and-desist order or alternatively grant us this variance because the alternative 
will be that we will leave Cambridge to live in a chicken-friendly city. After 53 years in 
this home, where we raised our two sons, and in our 82nd years of life, it would be a 
major undertaking for us to begin rebuilding our lives and an urban farm in another city. 
If we remain here, we can serve as a resource for those who want to raise chickens 
when, we hope, the ordinance passes. 
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August 2, 2023 

 
VIA Hand Delivery 
 
Board of Zoning Appeal 
City of Cambridge 
831 Massachusetts Avenue 
Cambridge, MA 02139 

Re:     BZA Case #235827 -2023 – 117 Chilton Street, Cambridge, MA  

Dear Members of the Board: 

 This firm represents the petitioners, Robert J. Filene and Susan R. Filene, MD, 
who have owned and resided in the two-family home located 117 Chilton Street since 
1970.  This is an appeal of a zoning enforcement letter issued by Mr. Peter McLaughlin, 
Acting Commissioner of Inspectional Services on July 6, 2023.  The July 6th letter, a 
copy of which is attached hereto, cited the Filenes for keeping chickens at their property, 
stating that “[p]ursuant to Article 4, Section 4.30 of the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance, 
livestock is not allowed in the City.”   

 As reasons for this appeal, the petitioners ask this Board to consider the following 
factors in determining whether the Filenes should be required to remove or dispose of 
their chickens: 

 a) The City Council is presently considering a zoning amendment that would 
legalize the keeping of hens citywide.  See Letter of support from Councilor Quinton 
Zondervan; 

 b) The City of Cambridge Public Health Department has drafted proposed 
Standards for the Keeping of Hens, that describe best practices which the Filenes are 
currently following; 

 c) The cease and desist order enforced in this instance would result in a great 
injustice and hardship for the owners who are in their 70s and derive great pleasure and 
comfort in having chickens as their pets; and 

 d) The petitioners have the overwhelming support of their neighbors, 
including the most impacted abutters, as evidenced by the numerous letters of support, 
attached to this appeal. 
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 We also note that the legal status of chicken-keeping within the City of 
Cambridge is not entirely clear.  There is nothing in the municipal ordinance that 
specifically prohibits the keeping of “livestock” (or chickens, poultry, or hens).  Section 
4.13 generally prohibits uses not expressly listed in the Section 4.30 Table of Uses.  
However, where an activity has historically been seen as incidental to residential living, 
we would urge this Board to find that the general language of Section 4.31 should not be 
construed so broadly so as to prohibit the Filenes from keeping their backyard hens.   

The owners respectfully ask this Board to vacate the cease-and-desist order at this 
time, while the City Council takes up consideration of this revision to the Cambridge 
Zoning Ordinance.    

Thank you for your consideration. 

     Sincerely, 

 

   Sarah Like Rhatigan, Esq. 

Enclosures 
 
CC (via email): Mr. Robert J. Filene 
   Susan R. Filene, MD 
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September 25, 2023 
 

VIA Email Only 
Board of Zoning Appeal 
City of Cambridge 
831 Massachusetts Avenue 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
 
Attn:  Ms. Maria Pacheco, Zoning Administrator 

Re:     BZA Case #235827 -2023 – 117 Chilton Street, Cambridge, MA  

Dear Ms. Pacheco and Members of the Board: 

The petitioners, Robert J. Filene and Susan R. Filene, MD, respectfully request a 
continuance of Case #235827-2023 scheduled to be heard on September 28th, 2023.  The 
Petitioners request that the hearing for BZA Case #235827 be continued until the hearing 
on December 14, 2023.   

As reasons for this continuance, the Petitioners note that on September 11, 2023, 
the City Council voted to refer a Zoning Petition to amend the Zoning Ordinance for the 
purpose of allowing hen keeping as a permitted accessory use to principal residential uses 
to the Planning Board and Ordinance Committee for hearing and report.  The Ordinance 
Committee will hold its hearing on October 10th, 2023. The Planning Board has not yet 
set a hearing date. It is expected that the legislative process will take another month or 
two to conclude.   

If the City Council votes to amend the Zoning Ordinance to allow for hen 
keeping, the Petitioners keeping of hens at their property would then be permissible under 
the Zoning Ordinance as of right, subject to regulations to be promulgated by the 
Cambridge Public Health Department.  In such event, the cease and desist letter issued to 
the Petitioners in this case may be rescinded and thus the appeal and variance the 
Petitioners are seeking in this case may become moot.   

Thank you for your consideration. 

     Sincerely, 

 

   Sarah Like Rhatigan, Esq. 

CC (via email): Mr. Robert J. Filene 
   Susan R. Filene, MD 
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