






























































EXTG. MAIN HOUSE AREA (371 S.F.)

DORMER TO BE DEMOLISHED (26 S.F.)

ROOF TO BE DEMOLISHED (17 S.F.)

31.4'

4.2'

30.4' 13.8'

AREA TO BE DEMOLISHED (0 S.F.)

EXTG. REAR PORTION OF HOUSE (176 S.F.)

DRAWINGSCALETITLEPROJECTDATEARCHITECT

GCD ARCHITECTS
2 WORTHINGTON STREET
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138
617-412-8450
www.glassmanchungdesign.com

1/8" = 1'-0"
Z.6

6/4/2024 145 5th Street

Cambridge, MA

VOLUME DEMO
CALCS

1/8" = 1'-0"
1

Front Elevation VOLUME CALC

1/8" = 1'-0"
2

Extg. Right VOLUME CALC

1/8" = 1'-0"
4

Rear Elevation VOLUME CALC
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TOT. FLOOR AREA (800 S.F.)

FLOOR AREA TO BE DEMOLISHED (0 S.F.)

TOT. FLOOR AREA (822 S.F.)

FLOOR AREA TO BE DEMOLISHED (49 S.F.)

TOT. FLOOR AREA (619 S.F.)

FLOOR AREA TO BE DEMOLISHED (49 S.F.)

DRAWINGSCALETITLEPROJECTDATEARCHITECT

GCD ARCHITECTS
2 WORTHINGTON STREET
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138
617-412-8450
www.glassmanchungdesign.com

3/32" = 1'-0"
Z.7

6/7/2024 145 5th Street

Cambridge, MA

GFA DEMO CALCS

3/32" = 1'-0"
1

GFA DEMO  Basement
3/32" = 1'-0"

2
GFA DEMO 1st Floor

3/32" = 1'-0"
3

GFA DEMO 2nd Floor



May 9, 2024 

 

To: 

Cambridge Board of Zoning Appeals 

831 Mass Ave. 

Cambridge MA 02139 

 

To the Cambridge Board of Zoning Appeals, 

 

We are neighbors living a few houses down from 145 5TH Street in east Cambridge. 

Chris and Heather have shared with us their plans to raise the roof of their home to 

create a full second story. 

We understand that they are a growing family and without the requested zoning relief 

their family would be unable to utilize their existing space in a way that would allow their 

family to remain comfortably in their house.  They would experience a legitimate 

hardship if they are unable to build a vertical addition and would therefore be forced to 

move out of a housing market that is prohibitively expensive, away from the local 

schools their children attend.  Unfortunately, the high water table in east Cambridge 

prevents them from being able to excavate and utilize their basement, there is also no 

yard space for them to utilize for a side addition.     

The proposed vertical addition is modest and tasteful, maintains the architectural 

integrity of the existing house, and would create no change of scale or character to our 

neighborhood, as most of the existing nearby buildings are actually much taller.   

We fully support this application and ask that the the BZA grant them the relief they 

need to remain comfortably in their home.  

 

Sincerely, 

Tanya Grinblat and Pawel Przytycki 

135 5th Street, Cambridge, MA 02141 

713-443-9103 

 

 



26 APRIL 2024 

 

To: 

Cambridge Board of Zoning Appeals 

831 Mass Ave. 

Cambridge MA 02139 

 

To the Cambridge Board of Zoning Appeals, 

 

I am a neighbor to 145 5TH Street in East Cambridge. 

 

Chris and Heather have shared with me their plans with me to raise the roof of their 

home to create a full second story. We are good friends and have kids the same age 

and would love to see them be able to modify their house to stay in the neighborhood 

with us as their kids grow. 

We support their need to make the most of their space. As a growing family, without the 

requested zoning relief their family would be unable to use their existing space in a way 

that would allow their family to remain comfortably in their house. They would 

experience a legitimate hardship if they were unable to build a vertical addition and 

would therefore be forced to move out of a housing market that is prohibitively 

expensive, away from the local schools their children attend. Unfortunately, the high 

water table in east Cambridge prevents them from being able to excavate and utilize 

their basement, and they have no yard space for them to utilize for a side addition.     

The proposed vertical addition is really nice, fits well with the rest of the house, and 

would create no change of scale or character to our neighborhood, as most of the 

existing nearby buildings are actually much taller.   

We fully support this application and ask that the the BZA grant them the relief they 

need to remain comfortably in their home.  

 

Sincerely, 

Caroline Lowenthal 

62 Fulkerson St, Cambridge, MA 02141 

610-955-8925 



13 May 2024


To:


Cambridge Board of Zoning Appeals


831 Mass Ave.


Cambridge MA 02139


To the Cambridge Board of Zoning Appeals,


I am a nearby neighbor to 145 5TH Street in east Cambridge.


Chris and Heather have shared their plans with me to raise the roof of their home to 
create a full second story.


I understand they are a growing family and without the requested zoning relief their 
family would be unable to utilize their existing space in a way that would allow their 
family to remain comfortably in their house. They would experience a legitimate 
hardship if they are unable to build a vertical addition and would therefore be forced to 
move out of a housing market that is prohibitively expensive, away from the local 
schools their children attend. Unfortunately, the high water table in east Cambridge 
prevents them from being able to excavate and utilize their basement, there is also no 
yard space for them to utilize for a side addition.    


They have shared that the proposed vertical addition is modest and tasteful, maintains 
the architectural integrity of the existing house, and would create no change of scale or 
character to our neighborhood, as most of the existing nearby buildings are actually 
much taller.  


I fully support this application and ask that the the BZA grant them the relief they need 
to remain comfortably in their home. 


Sincerely,





Name: Tracy Lennertz


Address: 117 Charles Street, Cambridge, MA 02141


Phone: 617-283-7590



26 APRIL 2024 

 

To: 

Cambridge Board of Zoning Appeals 

831 Mass Ave. 

Cambridge MA 02139 

 

To the Cambridge Board of Zoning Appeals, 

 

I am a direct abutter to 145 5TH Street in east Cambridge. 

 

Chris and Heather have shared with me their plans with me to raise the roof of their 

home to create a full second story. 

We understand they are a growing family and without the requested zoning relief their 

family would be unable to utilize their existing space in a way that would allow their 

family to remain comfortably in their house.  They would experience a legitimate 

hardship if they are unable to build a vertical addition and would therefore be forced to 

move out of a housing market that is prohibitively expensive, away from the local 

schools their children attend.  Unfortunately, the high water table in east Cambridge 

prevents them from being able to excavate and utilize their basement, there is also no 

yard space for them to utilize for an side addition.     

The proposed vertical addition is modest and tasteful, maintains the architectural 

integrity of the existing house, and would create no change of scale or character to our 

neighborhood, as most of the existing nearby buildings are actually much taller.   

We fully support this application and ask that the the BZA grant them the relief they 

need to remain comfortably in their home.  

 

Sincerely, 

Jose A Biasella & Arlen W Brown 

291A Hurley St 

Cambridge MA 02141 

617-899-9781 
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