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Zoning Board of Appeal, City of Cambridge 

Re: Firefighter Response Procedures and Expectations  

 
I am writing on behalf of the homeowner of 29 Ash St, Cambridge with regard to the possible impact on 
First Responders of enclosing the existing covered porch at the rear of this home.  I have years of 
experience as an authority on life safety and code and I am a recognized expert in the field having 
authored books, written numerous articles, and given presentations on the topic. 

In order to provide this opinion I examined the project elevations and plans, visited the site, reviewed the 
relevant codes and discussed with First Responders.  

It is important to state at the outset that neither the Massachusetts State Building Code (780 CMR) nor 
the MA Uniform Fire Prevention Code (527 CMR) contain regulations for fire-fighter access beyond a 
requirement for “Emergency Escape and Rescue Openings” in bedrooms of un-sprinklered residential 
buildings.  

Based on a review of the subject of firefighter response it is clear that first responders will enter a building 
at which an alarm has sounded if they suspect a fire is in progress or an occupant is in danger. If flames 
and smoke are verified to be present personnel will be fully equipped in turnout gear with self-contained 
breathing apparatus (SCBA), a personal alert safety system (PASS), and communication equipment. 
They are also likely to be hauling the nozzle end of a handline connected either to a hydrant or a fire 
truck. The decision to enter would likely be accompanied by an awareness that time is of the essence. 
For all of these reasons responders will take the most direct route from their apparatus to the building 
interior, i.e., the front door.  

Depending on the immediacy of the situation firefighters will typically examine the property. Their intent 
would be simply to gather additional information about the status of the property, not to determine if there 
is a preferable means of access.  

The  project at 29 Ash has removed interior doors to the covered back porch and added a new door for a 
second means of egress along the side of the building. From the point of view of both access and egress, 
there is no decrease in occupant safety. Based on the discussion above enclosing the covered back 
porch will not impact firefighter response not will it pose any hazard to first responders.  

Sincerely  

 

Vernon Woodworth FAIA  















 

 

 

Half Crown-Marsh Neighborhood  

Conservation District Commission 
831 Massachusetts Avenue, 2nd Fl., Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139 

Telephone: 617 349 4683   Fax: 617 349 3116   TTY: 617 349 6112 

E-mail: histncds@cambridgema.gov  

 

Marie-Pierre Dillenseger, Chair; Aaron Kemp, Vice Chair; 

Ruby Booz, Donna Marcantonio, Peter Schur, Jo Solet, James Van Sickle 

 

CERTIFICATE OF NON-APPLICABILITY 

 

 Property: 29 Ash Street 

 

 Applicant: Catherine Hayden 

 

The Half Crown-Marsh Neighborhood Conservation District Commission hereby certifies, 

pursuant to Chapter 2.78, Article III, Section 2.78.140-270 of the Code of the City of Cambridge 

and the order establishing said District that the work described below does not involve any activity 

requiring issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness or Hardship: 

 

Enclose rear porch; convert rear window to door; remove window at rear. 

 
 

All improvements shall be carried out as shown on the plans and specifications submitted by the 

applicant, except as modified above. Approved plans and specifications are incorporated by 

reference into this certificate. 

 

This certificate is granted upon the condition that the work authorized herein is commenced within 

six months after the date of issuance.  If the work authorized by this certificate is not commenced 

within six months after the date of issuance or if such work is suspended in significant part for a 

period of one year after the time the work is commenced, such certificate shall expire and be of no 

further effect; provided that, for cause, one extension not exceeding six months may be allowed in 

writing by the Chair. 

 

Case Number: HCM-638         Date of Certificate: 04/02/2024 

 

Attest: A true and correct copy of decision filed with the offices of the City Clerk and the 

Cambridge Historical Commission on 04/02/2024. 

 

By Eric J. Hill, CHC Staff 

 

Twenty days have elapsed since the filing of this decision.  No appeal has been filed ______.  

Appeal has been filed ______. 

 

Date_______________ City Clerk: ___________________________________________ 
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