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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 

P L A N N I N G  B O A R D  
CITY HALL ANNEX, 344 BROADWAY, CAMBRIDGE, MA  02139 

 

August 28, 2024 

To: The Board of Zoning Appeal 

From:  The Planning Board 

RE: BZA-281576  723-731 Cambridge St 

 

The Planning Board reviewed this BZA application during a meeting on August 27, 2024 and 
decided to forward the following comments to BZA.   

The Planning Board encourages the Applicant to review in detail the recommendations from 
the recently-completed Our Cambridge Street: A Community Plan, which concluded in the fall 
of 2022 after extensive neighborhood stakeholder involvement. This plan recommends, among 
other elements, that existing housing stock be preserved; that additional height and density be 
reserved for new mixed-use housing development; and that development projects incorporate 
project features that help to support a bicycle and pedestrian environment along the 
Cambridge Street corridor. In its current form, the proposal at 723-731 Cambridge Street would 
run counter to these planning goals by seeking to remove existing dwelling units for a hotel use 
and seeking to reduce required bicycle parking within the development. The plan also includes 
detailed recommendations for ground-story activation and building design, which should be 
further reviewed by the Applicant and reflected in their proposal.  

Planning Board members also had questions regarding the application itself. For example, the 
application seeks a reduction in required bicycle parking, which is a special permit that the 
Planning Board grants. It is unclear if the zoning relief being requested is all the relief that 
would be needed, or what the most appropriate and efficient approval pathway would be for 
the Applicant. The Planning Board encourages the Applicant to continue working with staff on 
developing their application in order to determine the best process for moving forward.  

At this time, the Board does not recommend granting the requested variances and special 
permits for BZA Case #281576 at 723-731 Cambridge St.  

https://www.cambridgema.gov/-/media/Files/CDD/Planning/Studies/CambridgeStreet/ourcambridgestreetplan_20230310.pdf
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