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PROJECT TEAM



For Zoom-related questions reach 
out to Kevin Beuttell via chat or 
email kbeuttell@cambridgema.gov

If you’re having connectivity
issues, call in at 

Phone Number: (929) 436-2866

Meeting ID: 863 8419 0141

We’re recording!

USING ZOOM



PROJECT INTRODUCTION



Neighborhood park for “everyday” 
needs, as well as a venue for

“big day” annual events.

DANEHY PARK IS A…



https://urbnparks.com/boston/danehy-park/



https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=157793540207582
&set=a.157793506874252&locale=en_GB





https://www.cambridgema.gov/news/2019/08/danehyparkf
amilyday





https://www.sugiproject.com/forests/danehy-park-forest



https://www.parkrun.us/danehypark/news/2021/09/07/dan
ehy-park-parkrun-9421-lucky-7/





DANEHY PARK AMENITIES AND EVENT AREAS



SITE HISTORY



The land on which 
Danehy Park sits today 
was a clay excavation 
from 1847 until 1952, a 
landfill until the early 
1970s, then a 
construction staging 
area for the Red Line 
extension to Alewife, 
until in 1990 Danehy 
Park was opened to the 
public as a 50-acre park 
with sports fields, 
wetlands, and 
landscapes.

SITE TOPOGRAPHY



+41’
Above 

sea level

+16’
Above 

sea level +10’
Above 

sea level



CONSTRUCTION CHALLENGES

Building on a landfill 
has its complexities 
because a landfill 
settles (or sinks) over 
time as weight is 
added to the top of 
the trash and as the 
trash decomposes. 

The City consistently 
monitors the 
methane on the site.

The landfill is covered 
with clean soil of 
varying depths.



Athletic fields to 
remain in current 
locations.

SITE DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS– SPORTS FIELDS



Impact to the 
wetland, and removal 
of trees to be kept to 
an absolute 
minimum.

SITE DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS – TREE CANOPY AND WETLANDS



Public art program 
to remain and be 
strengthened.

SITE DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS – PUBLIC ART



Public art program 
to remain and be 
strengthened.

SITE DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS – PUBLIC ART



OVERALL SITE NEEDS - DRAINAGE

Drainage Issues

LEGEND:



OVERALL SITE NEEDS – ACCESSIBILITY 

In-accessible path 
(ada/maab)

LEGEND:

Americans with Disabilities Act 
and Massachusetts 
Architectural Access Board 
(MAAB).



OVERALL SITE NEEDS – PARK OVERALL

PARK AMENITIES

LEGEND:



PROJECT CURRENTLY UNDERWAY

Track and turf field 
replacement

Pavilion building and 
parking lot

Salt shed improvements.

Danehy/New street 
multiuse path

Pedestrian/Bike bridge over 
the Fitchburg line tracks

LEGEND:

https://www.cambridgema.gov/Departments/PublicWorks/
CityProjects/2023/DanehyGatewayPavilionProject



• Track and turf field replacement.

• Pavilion building and parking lot:
https://www.cambridgema.gov/Departments/PublicWorks/CityProjects/2023/DanehyGatewayP
avilionProject

• Salt shed improvements.

• Danehy/New street multiuse path:
https://www.cambridgema.gov/Departments/communitydevelopment/danehyparkconnector

• Pedestrian/Bike bridge over the Fitchburg line tracks:
https://www.cambridgema.gov/Departments/communitydevelopment/fitchburgcommuterraill
inecrossingstudy

PROJECT CURRENTLY UNDERWAY
For more information, refer to the City websites listed below:



COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT



MAY JUN JUL AUG OCT NOVSEPT

Inventory and Analysis

Working Group
Focus Meetings

Visioning

Assemble A Vision For The Entire Site

Report Writing

C on tin u ou s  C om m u n ity  In volve m e n t

Report Production

PROJECT SCHEDULE

Plan Development

APRMARFEBJAN DEC

C a m b rid g e  S p orts  
N ig h t for  G ir ls
January 26, 2024

D a n e h y  F ilm
March 16, 2024

C om m u n ity  s u rve y
December 2023 – 
February 2024

W ork in g  G rou p  
K ic k off M e e tin g
June 4, 2024

C om m u n ity  
M e e tin g  # 1
June 27, 2024

C om m u n ity  M e e tin g  # 2
Date to be Determined

Summer Outreach (pop-up 
events, community meetings 
and other outreach activities)



PROJECT SCHEDULE – PLAN DEVELOPMENT

Inventory and Analysis

Visioning

Assemble A Vision For The Entire Site

Report Writing

REPORT PRODUCTIONPLAN DEVELOPMENT

Open Space
Sports Use
Art
Community Events
Park History

Design CharacterProgramming Infrastructure

Edge Conditions
Path Conditions
Slope Analysis
Topography
Park Amenities
Lighting
Drainage
Utilities
Invasive Species
Sun/Shade
Soils
• Physical, chemical, 

and biological 
condition

Open Space
Trees
Natural Resources 
Inventory
• Dominant 

vegetative 
communities

• Habitat cover types
• Species utilization 

and wildlife 
observations

Develop a shared vision for the 
entire park  with input from the 
community and working groups.

Develop Ideas and 
Recommendations for specific 
areas within the park.

Document the shared vision for 
Danehy Park.



MAY JUN JUL AUG OCT NOVSEPT

PROJECT SCHEDULE – COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

APRMARFEBJAN DEC

D A N E H Y  P A R K  
IM P R O V E M E N T S  

P L A N

Working 
Group

A group of community representatives to help guide the City on key issues related to 
the design of improvements to Danehy Park; the group will also help communicate the 
process and design of the project back to the larger community.

Working 
Group 
Focus 

Meetings

Meetings that focus on specific 
topics or areas of the park.

Working Group
Focus Meetings

C a m b rid g e  S p orts  
N ig h t for  G ir ls
January 26, 2024

D a n e h y  F ilm
March 16, 2024

C om m u n ity  s u rve y
December 2023 – 
February 2024

W ork in g  G rou p  
K ic k off M e e tin g
June 4, 2024

C om m u n ity  M e e tin g  # 2
Date to be Determined

Summer Outreach (pop-up 
events, community meetings 
and other outreach activities)

C om m u n ity  
M e e tin g  # 1
June 27, 2024



WHAT WE’VE HEARD SO FAR – ONLINE SURVEY



Cambridge Sports Night for Girls – January 2024
Open Space Film Showing – March 2024

WHAT WE’VE HEARD SO FAR – IN PERSON ENGAGEMENT

“Add benches and/or 
places for spectators in 
inclement weather.”

“take better care of the walk 
that hugs the fence”

“There 
seem to be 
drainage 
issues”

“More native 
plantings”

“improve 
the track”

“More signage to 
show a map of 
the paths and the 
distance of each”

“Plant trees in 
the dog park and 
put in a dog 
friendly surface”

“re-wild portions of the park”

“It is great as is”

“would be 
awesome to not 
sled into the reeds”

“Add a 
parkour park”



PROJECT THEMES



https://www.triodos.co.uk/articles/2023/designing-spaces-
for-social-impact

CREATE HIGH QUALITY SOCIAL SPACES



https://www.fieldoperations.net/project-
details/project/navy-yards-central-green.html

SPACE FOR CASUAL PLAY



https://www.dcla.net/loveland-sports-park

SPORTS AND ORGANIZED PLAY



https://laud8.wordpress.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/10/laud8_artistsatplay3.png

OPEN PLAY



https://worldlandscapearchitect.com/the-urban-forest-for-
the-trees/?v=3a1ed7090bfa

MITIGATE HEAT ISLAND



https://www.reasite.com/projects/old-city-park

ENHANCE ECOLOGY



WHAT ARE WE MISSING?

PLAYGROUNDS
(OPEN/CASUAL/
ORGANIZED PLAY)

SPORTS
CREATE HIGH 

QUALITY SOCIAL 
SPACES

PROVIDE BETTER 
DRAINAGE

ENHANCE ECOLOGY

ENTRANCES AND 
CIRCULATION

ARTISTRY AND 
WHIMSY

PRELIMINARY PROJECT THEMES

NATURAL 
CHARACTER

MITIGATE HEAT 
ISLAND



Share your input on what voices 
should be brought into focus group 
conversations?

How You Can Help!

1

2

3

S h a r e  y o u r  id e a s  t o n ig h t : 
What is your vision for Danehy Park?  
Where do you think improvements 
can be made?

S p r e a d  t h e  w o r d  a b o u t  u p c o m in g  
c o m m u n it y  e ve n t s !
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